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Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated und^ this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language ' 

' ' which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the int^national application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Ojfice in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as " originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report)'. 



□ 



the international application as originally filed/fiirnished 
the description: 
14 



pages 
pages- 
pages' 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 

1-15 



nos. 



nos.' 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 
sheets 1/1 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (s/^ec/^): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
' ' they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (s/?eci^): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. I) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/FR2 004/0030 4 7 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 



2-14 



Claims ^ r 15 



Claims 5 — 11 
Claims 



1-4, 12-15 



Industrial applicability (lA) claims 1-15 
Claims 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US-A-5 7 90 104 (SHIEH JOHNNY MENH-HAN) 4 August 

1998 (1998-08-04) 
D2: EP-A-0 546 704 (AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH 

COMPANY) 16 June 1993 (1993-06-16) 

D3: "SOFT ADAPTIVE FOLLOW-F INGER KEYBOARD FOR TOUCH- 
SCREEN PADS'' IBM TECHNICAL DISCLOSURE BULLETIN, 
IBM CORP. NEW YORK, US, vol. 3 6, no. 11, 1 
November 1993 (19 93-11-01), pages 5-7, XP000424761 
ISSN: 0018-8689 

D4: WO 03/054680 A (TRACHTE RALF) 3 July 2003 (2003- 
07-03) 



2. The present application fails to meet the requirements 

of PCT Article 33(1), since the subject matter of claim 
1 does not comply with the criterion of novelty as 
defined by PCT Article 33(2). 

2.1 Dl describes (the references between parentheses apply 
to said document) a man-machine interface method, 
during which: 

- physical interactions with active areas belonging 
to an interface object are generated, said areas 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

being associated with predetermined information; 

- the active areas where said interactions take 
place are detected by measuring at least one 
physical quantity (column 3^ line 58 to column 4, 
line 6, figure 2) ; 

- and each interaction detected is associated with 
the predetermined information corresponding to the 
active area where said interaction was detected 
(column 5^ lines 20 to 29); 

- the active areas are defined for a predetermined 
finite time period^ then deactivated on expiry of 
said predetermined time period; 

- and, when interactions with the interface object 
are detected while said active areas are 
deactivated, said active zones are redefined 
automatically and successively according to the 
first interactions successively detected (column 
If lines 23 to 26; column 4, lines 7 to 27) . 



2,2 Indeed, the system disclosed in Dl offers the user a 
choice when a hand is placed upon the touch-sensitive 
screen. However, it is a special case that arises, for 
example in a system with more than one user, when the 
user is changed. Normally, when the same user places 
his or her hand on the touch-sensitive screen again, 
the system will identify the hand and will 
automatically redefine the active areas, as described 
in Dl, column 5, line 62 to column 6, line 20 and 
figure 3. Note that the system requests confirmation 
only after having redefined the active areas and that 
normal use of the system by the user initiates such a 
confirmation, hence no further action by the user is 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

required and therefore the procedure is entirely 
automatic . 



2.3 With regard to the fact that the active areas are 
successively redefined according to the first 
interactions founds since the system disclosed in Dl 
identifies the hand of the user according to the 
spatial relationship among the contact areas (column 4, 
lines 7 to 19) ^ and cites the instances in which only a 
few portions of the hand are involved (column 4^ lines 
3 to 6), such features are implicitly disclosed in Dl, 
Indeed, a positive detection will occur when a 
sufficient number of the interactions takes place. 



3. In the light of Dl to D4 and the corresponding passages 

cited in the international search report, dependent 
claims 2 to 4 and 12 to 15 contain no feature which, 
when combined with the features of any one of the 
claims to which they refer, defines subject matter that 
complies with the PCT requirements of novelty and/or 
inventive step. 



4 . However, the combination 

is not found in the prior 
an obvious manner therefr 



of features of claims 5 to 11 
art and cannot be derived in 
om. 
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